60                                               BURMESE  DRAMA

The story was so well known that U Kyin U could compress it
into a short play, taking only the central scenes. U Kyin U took only
the final struggle between the two kingdoms as represented by Mahaw
and Kaywut. The play begins with the king ordering Kaywut to
come before him for consultation, and the minister appears swearing
vengeance on Mahaw:

I am Kaywut whose wisdom is famed all over the world, whose
wit and learning roar over the topmost towers of this city; I am the
tutor and adviser of the glorious king whose commands burn like fire.
Though I am so famous, though I have been honoured and respected
everywhere, the minister, Mahaw, a youth young enough to be my
grandson, shamed me before all my followers. By guile and by
cunning he succeeded in winning the battle. He threw down a
priceless ruby on the ground and as I stooped to pick it up, he sprang
at me, pushed my head down so that my forehead touched the
dust, and made me bleed. He was cruel, he was unjust, and my
shame was complete. The scar will forever remain on my brow
though I have tried my hardest to remove it. ...

By that soliloquy> the previous events of the story are summed
up. From that point the play follows the work of U Awbatha as far
as the story is concerned, except for a slight detail. That modification
of the story will be considered in connexion with U Kyin U's
portrayal of Mahaw's character. The play ends when Mahaw, on
receiving the information from his men that the tunnel has been
completed, tells the king that all is ready for him to set out to the
other city, and the king begins his journey, leaving Mahaw in charge
of his own city,

U Kyin U's retelling of the story shows him to be an able
dramatist. He realizes that the incident hi which Mahaw's wisdom
is proved to the world and peace is restored between the two
kingdoms is the central and most dramatic point in the story, and
that the earlier and later events are less dramatic and are unnecessary
to the play. He therefore begins the story from the middle, and in a
few lines of soliloquy he retells the preceding events. He ends the
play at the point when the tunnel has been made, when success is
assured to Mahaw, leaving to the imagination of the audience the task
of filling in the details of the actual success. One test of greatness in
a story-teller or a dramatist is the ability to restrain birr?self and end
the story at the point when further narration will be unnecessary, and
to leave something to the imagination of the audience.

In the portrayal  of his characters, U Kyin U also shows his